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Military Reform. Reorganization, 
and Modernization 


Ley Military modernization efforts and force 
development policy remain focused on areas 
not excessively taxing to the military budget. 
Training, education, and force restructuring 
are receiving more emphasis in an attempt to 
improve capabilities as rapidly and inexpen- 
sively as possible. Upgrades or, development of 
new weapons systems continue at a slow pace, 
although constrained by budget and technol- 
ogy application limitations. 


After nearly 2 weeks of discussions in Septem- 
ber 1985, China’s Communist Party announced the 
appointment of 56 new Party Central Committee 
members and 6 new members to the ruling Polit- 


buro. Military representation in these organizations | 


decreased, continuing a trend aimed at reducing the 
extent of the military's political involvement. This 
development represents a national-level culmination 
of various changes observed in recent years and re- 
flects the determination of Deng Xiaoping and his 
proteges to continue their quest to professionalize and 
to depoliticize the military. 


Sey Throughout the People’s Liberation Army, im- 
portant national- and regional-level personnel 
changes have occurred as part of the reform. Ma- 
jor changes include the appointment of three new 
Deputy Chiefs of the General Staff, two new Deputy 





Force Development Policy 








Directors of the General Political Department, four 
new Deputy Directors of the General Logistics De- 
partment, four new Military Region Commanders, a 
new Air Force Commander, and new Navy Fleet Com- 
manders. These extensive changes reflect Beijing's 
drive to fill primary staff positions with younger, com- 
petent, educated, and reform-supportive personnel. 


(S7NF7VIN) Growing evidence indicates Chinese 
officials are concerned about problems that have de- 
veloped in conjunction with past efforts to acquire 
foreign military technology. Acquisitions largely have 
focused on technology specifications and price with 
less regard for assimilation capability, training, and 
contractor support. Moreover, ministerially controlled 
import-export corporations have, until recently, op- 
erated with significant autonomy. Beijiag may try 
to centralize control over military technology acqui- 
sitions to facilitate a more rational, coordinated, and 


controlled effort. 


tSANEAMN) Military modernization is a key objec- 
tive in China‘s “Four Modernizations” program, but 
despite steady progress in development of more mod- 
ern weapons by the defense industries, the pace of 
procurement of new weapons, equipment, and asso- 
ciated technologies will remain slow in the near term. 
Faced with a declining military budget, the military 
sector largely will depend on _ indigenous 
“know-how” and technology. Purchases of foreign 
technology will continue, albeit on a limited basis, 
largely to address deficiencies in critical mission areas. 
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CSL-3 ON LAUNCH PAD AT SONGLIN SPACE 
LAUNCH CENTER. 


wh 
Nuclear Developments 


{SANEAAA) In March 1986, Chinese Premier Zhao 

Ziyang publicly announced China’s decision to halt 
atmospheric nuclear testing. The last Chinese atmo- 

(b)(1) spheric nuclear detonation occurred in October 1980. 
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China Launches COMSAT: Offers .:' 
Commercial Launch Services 


TS7NFAVAJ-On 1 February 1986 China placed a 


communications satellite (COMSAT) into geostation- 


CHINESE MISSILES AND SATELUTE LAUNCHERS 


i 


T- IU! Milner 


ah 


(b)(1) 


init 


el 


: cS 


— 


_—— a orn 
: oe (el pe 


11 
' 11 
Pd: 
ii 
1... 


= 
5 
<< 


(b)(1) 


ary orbit using a 


Mo 


we 
| 


alll 


ra 
La 

_? 
haa 


ie 
» 
» 





booster. The COMSAT will 
replace the “experimental” Communications Satellite- 
1 (STW-1), which was launched by a 
April 1984. Following the launching this year, the” 
Chinese dectared the 
operational systems. 
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(b)(1) 

(MOA) has offered MM anc other space booster 
taunch services on the international market following 
the successful launching this February. The MOA 
has decided it will set costs for its faunch services 
by undercutting the French Ariane and the US Space 
Shuttle services by 10 to 15 percent. The MOA 
has embarked on a worldwide sales effort and has 
}ndicated that most of its launch services would be 
offered from Songlin and use the] Although 
there is only one pad available at Songlin it is reported 
that the Chinese have a goal of a 2-week interval 
between launches, but an interval of 6 to 8 weeks 
is more tikely. The MOA has established its own 
insurance company to provide insurance for launches 
in a further effort to win contracts. 


) CS/NFAVN) Sweden has signed a 1-year launch 
service agreement for tentative use of the to 
orbit its proposed Mailstar satellite in 1988 and 1989. 
if completed, Sweden‘s contract would be the first 
commercial taunch agreement booked by China. The 
)Maitstar would be launched along with a Chinese 
earth observation spacecraft on a! booster. An 
extra propulsion. system, or “kick motor,” is being 
jointly developed by China and Sweden to boost the 
Mailstar into its final orbital altitude. 


(b)(1) 


a US-based company, 
has signed a memorandum of agreement to use 


(b)(1) 
China’‘s rockets to launch two communica- 
tions satellites. The first satellite is scheduled to 
be launched no later December 1987 and would be 
the first foreign satellite to be faunched by China. 


“No date has been set for the launch of the second 


satellite. The Chinese have indicated their insurance 
will cover only the launching of the satellite. They 
will not ensure satellite performance unless “the US 
manufacturer {ets them know the entire pracedure for 
manufacturing the satellite.” 


View on SDI 


4S/NFAVN) The Chinese have gone on record-as 
being opposed to the US Strategic Defense Initiative 
(SDI). The Chinese view SDI and comparable Soviet 
efforts with three fears: that it will neutralize their 
nuclear deterrent force; that it will destabilize the 
superpower balance and increase the danger of war; 
and it will cause China to fall even further behind in 
technology development. 


(SANE AAMDD- However, if China could do so with- 
out being seen as joining in a new arms race, they 
would like to tap into the technology that will be gen- 
erated from SDI. In the meantime, China will continue 
to support the EUREKA program — the European 
nonnuclear, nonspace-based, defensive technology 
initiative. 
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General Purpose Forces 


Ground Forces 


{S{NF7WRY Although China’s overall mod- 
ernization plan minimizes the priority accorded 
military developments, the leadership has 
continued to focus on economical ways to 
strengthen China's defensive posture. This has 
taken a variety of forms within the reorgani- 
zation of China’s military forces. The PLA has 
sought to eliminate excess personnel. . There 
also has been considerable redistributioh of 
equipment to allow more efficient use of avail- 
able resources. 


(S/NFAAN) The admission that China does not 
foresee a war before the end of the century makes 
the speed with which reorganization has moved since 
the-summer of 1985 alt the more remarkable. it indi- 
cates several things. First, the leadership recognizes 
the magnitude and number of tasks involved in a 
reorganization of the PLA. Second, the resulting re- 
organized, streamlined, and more capable formations 
will have had a lengthy “shakedown” prior to any 
widespread introduction of more modern weapans 
and equipment into the ground forces. Third, the evi- 
dent redistribution of equipment in ground force for- 
mations illustrates the PLA leadership's commitment 
to a more capable force within existing resources. 
This also provides greater combined arms capability 
at lower levels. The training and exercise programs 
designed to complement these equipment redeploy- 
ments wil! also enhance possibilities of achieving 
the goals of professionalization of the ground force 
personnel. Finally, though less directly related, the 
Chinese continue to integrate foreign concepts, tech- 
notogy, and equipment acquisitions into their military 
reorganization efforts. 


New Force Structure 


{SANFPAD The PLA streamlining and force re- 
duction initiatives announced during the summer of 
1985 are being implemented at the tactical level. This 
program began with the reduction of military regions 
from 11 to 7. 


e As many as 11 main force Army headquarters 
have been disestablished or merged with local 
force authorities. Their previously subordinate 





units are being either disbanded, reorganized, 
or resubordinated, or a combination of these 
actions. a, 


e Similar activity is under way in many indepen- 
dent combat and combat support divisions. 
Widespread reorganization is being carried out 
in antiaircraft artillery (AAA) dnd some field 
artillery divisions. Similar, but tess widespread 
activity is also evident in some tank divisions. 


+S/NFAYN) While the resulting force structure and 
deployment is not yet clear, some salient features have 


emerged: 


e@ Reduction of excess personnel is important. 
Aged, ineffective, uneducated, and redundant 
personnel are the primary candidates for this 
initiative. 


e The reorganization is an effort to make weapons 
and equipment more widely available at lower 
echelons, improve the capability of units 
to conduct combined arms operations and 
training, and streamline the PLA’s command 
structure. The reorganization of independent 
divisions has enabled the PLA to partially meet 


this goal. 


e Formations will be organized flexibly according 
to geographic conditions, mission require- 
ments, and continuing equipment shortages. 


—(S/NF/WNY The new army-level organization re- 
sulting from the ground force restructuring has made 
a number of striking departures from the current for- 


mation: 
e Anew name designation of “Group Army.” 
e@ Control of four or more divisions. 


e Considerable augmentation of the number 
of units available to an army commander 
to support and influence the battle. This 
augmentation includes brigade-level strength 
in armor, field artillery, and antiaircraft artillery, 
as well as possibly brigade or regimentai-level 
assets in engineering and signal support. 


SEGRET 





Some important northern armies may 
have division-tevel tank or artillery support, providing 


even more significant firepower augmentation. This 
army-level development is reflected at subordinate 
levels and supports the theory of equipment cross- 
leveling and redistribution suggested by the reorgani- 
zation of AAA field artillery and tank division. 


{SINEAVM) Perhaps the most dramatic aspect of 
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PRELIMINARY ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 
OF SELECTED BRIGADES 


Artillery Brigade 


Tank Brigade 


4 The mix of wespon types ie not fixed. 62mm 
and 37mm guns predominate in 18 gun battalions, 
14.500 AAHMG's have boen observed with 
probable brigade formations. 


2 The mix of weapons emong 122mm, 130mm, and 
152mm guns and howltrers & not fixed. 18 guns 
per battalion for 122mm and330mm bettalions seeme 
to be the allocation, and either 12 or 18 guns 
per battalion for 162m. There is an MBL battalion 
in the brigede formation. There are no indicstions 


Some units may have sesauit guns vice SP Artillery. 





PLA ground force developments is the widespread 
reemergence of the brigade as a combat and combat 
support formation. The precise course of their general 
evolution remains obscure as does much detailed 
information on their organization and manning. It 
is clear that the majority of the existing brigades 
resulted from reorganization of many tank, field, and 
antiaircraft artillery divisions. Some existing regiments 


SE 


JA ENGINEER BRIGADE 








Most brigades eventually will be subordinate to newly 


organized Group Army headquarters. 
New Equipment 


—(S/NFANN) China has begun the limited deploy- 
ment of several new weapons systems. Deployments 
of two tactical missile systems, improved multiple 
rocket launchers (MRL), a new armored recovery ve- 
hicle, electronic countermeasure (ECM) equipment, 
and ‘more widespread use of the armored command 
vehicles and armored ambulances have all been con- 
firmed. Testing and development is also continuing 
on new artillery, armor, and air defense systems. 


4S/NFAAK The HY-5, China’s inexpensive ver- 
sion of the Soviet SA-7 (GRAIL) man-portable, 


ET 





(b)(1) 
RENE MERN NRHN Ete 
~ may also have been upgraded to brigade status by 
reorganization and addition of equipment and per- (by(1) 
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- | surface-to-air missile (SAM) has probably been pro- 
I° duced in large quantities and allocated to selected 


{ (b)(1) units. 








China has achieved 

- -only limited success in its indigenous development 

a «and manufacture of this copy of the US TOW ATGM 
system. 
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Jd) 302 ANTITANK GUIDED MISSILE 





TYPE 81 122 MM 40-TUBE 
MULTIPLE ROCKET LAUNCHER. 





UNCLASSIFIED 





The I1GS-3, purchased 


SE 





10 


from Italy, permits detection, identification, and active 
interference of ground and airborne radars in the 
D through J bands, while the TUB BRICK is an 
|-band jammer for use against mid- and high-altitude 
airborne navigation radars. 


(b)(1) 
(SANEAAN) 


(U) China's NORINCO and the British Vickers De- 
fence Systems reportedly have signed a coproduction 
agreement concerning the possible manufacture of 
a new infantry fighting vehicle dubbed the NVH-1, 
and an amphibious counterpart called the NVH-4. 
This agreement calls for conducting surveys to de- 
termine the vehicle's marketability, before production 
has begun. The proposed vehicle will be based on 
a new Chinese chassis, the H-1, which is a stretch 
version of China‘s Type 531 APC with a West German 
Deutz V-8 air-cooled engine. Vickers will provide 
a two-man turret offering a variety of turret sights, 
controls, and armament systems employing West Eu- 
ropean technology. China has also offered other APC 
and IFV variants based on its H-1 chassis. These 
include a model with a one-man turret and 25-mm 
Oerlikon-type cannon, and a version with a 12.7 


AANG and ballistic shield. (b)(1) 





China's new 152-mm fong-barreled system closely 
resembles the Austrian GHN gun-howitzer. This new 
gun, (b)(1 
me will probably double the range of China's older ) 
152-mm gun-howitzer. 





Military Academies and Schools 


(U) China‘s military academies and schools con- 


ET 








tinue to place major emphasis on the training of its 
ground force officers. To support this, the PLA plans 
to offer its personnel options for self-taught courses 
and advanced degrees afrselected institutions. - 


(U) In addition, a new program intended primarily 
as a foundatign for future militia and reserve service, 
is being tested in 50 colleges and 100 vocational and 
high schools. 


(U) in January the PLA incorporated its Miljtary, 
Political, and Logistics Academies in Beijing into one 
senior military academy — the National Defense Uni- 
versity. This University will be commanded by former 
Deputy Chief of Staff Zhang Zhen, with Shenyang 
Military Region's previous Commander Li Desheng as 
its Political Commissar. 


(U) The desired goal of these reforms, as well as 
the continuing emphasis on military education, will be 
to raise PLA education standards and to make formal 
schooling in the PLA schaol system a requirement 
for promotion and selection for assignment to higher 
levels of command. 


Training 


(SANFPWNY China's traditional method of training 
recruits is undergoing change. Trainees now report 
directly to training units or depots for their basic 
training rather than to the line units to which they 
will be assigned. Following 4 months of instruction in 
individual skills, recruits then join their units to begin 


squad-level training. The success of this program has 
prompted the formation of separate training regiments 
in several group armies. 


{S/NEAVNY The Chinese are pleased with training 
programs that send newly commissioned officers from 
military academies and schools to units on the Viet- 


- nam border for first-hand combat experience. These 


new graduates generally command platoons for 3- 
month tours. The Chinese consider this combination 
of a college-level academic education and frontline 
combat experience as excellent preparation for coping 
with the demands of professional feadership in a 
modernizing force structure. 


Simuftators 


(U) In an effort to upgrade its military capabilities 
at the lowest possible cost, China is turning increas- 
ingly to the use of laser and electronic simulators 
in combat training. {In the PLA, these simulators 
generally fall into three categories: those that replace 
actual equipment in training exercises; imitative and 
miniaturized devices used in firing practice; and those 
used in tactical exercises. Since a major concern 
of China is defending against Soviet armor and air 
attacks, antitank and antiair simulators are the most 
widely used devices at ground force installations and 
schools. A wide variety of laser indicators, pyrotech- 
nics, and sound effects, featured in a showpiece field 
exercise on 17 October 1985 near Beijing, probably 
heralded a new effort to popularize their use through- 
out the PLA. 
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Air Forces 





4S/iF) Highlights for the reporting period 
include information on the reorganization of 
the Chinese Air Force; 


the sale of 12 F-7M/FISHBEDs to 
imbabwe: the possible role of 12-52 F-7M 
aircraft to Egypt; and, finally, the recent defec- 
tion of pilot and RF-6/FARMER to South Korea 
has provided additional information on China’s 
aerial reconnaissance capabilities. 


Air Force Reorganization 


£37 The major reorganization currently under way 
in the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) also affects the 
Chinese Air Force. Specific reforms within the PLA 
Air Force (PLAAF) have included the replacement 
in 1985 of Air Force Commander Zhang Tingfa with 
Wang Hai, the deactivation and consolidation of nu- 
merous flying units, the reorganization of air districts 
(AD), and initial efforts to reduce personnel strength 
by 25 percent. : 


{S/NF} Some important steps in the reorganiza- 
tion of the PLAAF are the reduction of ADs from 11 
to 7 and the deactivation of a number of units flying 
obsolete aircraft. Specific reductions have atready re- 
sulted in disbanding several B-5/BEAGLE regiments 
and the transfer of these aircraft to other bomber units 
or air schools, These transfers may result in a new 
organizational structure with bomber divisions going 
to two regiments vice the current three. 


{SANE) Similar measures are being taken in fighter 
Units with MiG-15/FAGOTs and F-5/FRESCOs being 
removed from the active force and transferred to air 
schools or 


Attempts to upgrade the avionics, weapons 
systems, and jet engines of both the F-7/FISHBED 
and F-8/FINBACK aircraft continue. Through these 
reforms, the PLAAF aims to provide more modern air- 
craft in which Chinese can train and operate, thereby 
improving their combat proficiency. 


¢S/NF} Other key elements of reforms now in 
progress are rejuvenation and professionalism of air 






force personnel through manpower reductions and 
heightened recruitment standards. Elimination of nu- 
merous redundant positions and removal of older or 
unfit officers has impacted primarily on antiaircraft 
artillery (AAA), support, and headquarters units. 


AJ The last area of change involves the transfer of 
air force assets to the civil sector and the establish- 


-ment of an effective reserve. During 1985 over 200 
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SECKET 


obsolete transport aircraft reportedly were made avail- 
able for sale to local civil air companies. Additionally, 
some military airfields have been converted to joint 
military/civitian usage. The recent establishment of 
a reserve air force AAA division is an indication that 
other types of units as well may be placed in a reserve 
status. At this time, no known flying units are believed 
to have been transferred to the reserve force. 


A&F The full implications of the air force restruc- 
turing and improvement program may not be known 
for 3 to 5 years. Therefore, an assessment of chang- 
ing PLAAF capabilities may be incomplete; however, 
preliminary analysis indicates development of a more 
modern force. No giant leap forward is expected 
and it is unlikely that China will create an air force 
capable of combating foreign aggression before the 
21st century. 


(b)(1) 


Fighter Developments 





The F-7M, an impr 
basic F-7, has been developed primarily for foreign 
export. If these aircraft are F-7Ms, this would indicate 
first operational use within the Chinese Air Force. 
The air force would thus have the most effective 
fighter and missile in their inventory to counter any 
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encroachments of their territorial airspace nn 
(b)(1) 












Sale of F-7M/FISHBED Aircraft to Zimbabwe 


€S/NF} Recent reports indicate the Chinese have 
sold 12 F-7M/FISHBEDs to Zimbabwe. Zimbabwe 
needs a low-price fighter to replace aging Hawker 
Hunter aircraft in its inventory. The sale of F-7M/ 
FISHBEDs is important since it has been previously 
rejected for performance and/or equipment specifica- 
tions by both Thailand and Egyptian Air Forces. 


4SA16) China has been marketing this fighter air- 
craft as a low-price complement to advanced Western 
and Soviet aircraft in many Third World countries. To 
date, China has not sold any of the upgraded F-7 


aircraft. A sale to Zimbabwe would represent a major 
step forward in securing the eventual sale of up to 175 
of these aircraft to other countries. Given the selling 
price (as low as $2.5 million/aireraft), China may find 
additional buyers for the F-7M. 


Defection Update 


(CANE Two Chinese pilots defected to South Ko- 
tea within the past 7 months. This brings to five the 
number of Chinese aircraft to land on South Korean 
soil in defection bids since 1980. An F-6/FARMER 
pilot defected in October 1982, followed by a Chi- 
nese domestic airliner crew in a hijacking in 1983. 
A Chinese F-7/FISHBED landed in August of the 
same year. The most recent incidents involved a 


B-5/BEAGLE bomber, whose pilot crash fanded the 
itot, who | 


aircraft in August 1985, and an RF-6 
defected in February 1986. 


{GAHF] While these incidents have afforded Seoul 
and Beijing opportunities to open de facto official 
discussions, they embarrass both countries and hinder 
their efforts to improve relations. As both govern- 
ments seek to reach an agreement on handling future 


incidents, China will likely intensify its attempts to 


curb avenues of defection. 
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4{S/NFSSignificant events in the Chinese 
Navy set the tone for its ongoing naval mod- 
ernization, especially in ideological, political, 
and technological development. These events 
included the tndian Ocean deployment by a 
two-ship formation, the apparent relaxation of 
the Chinese nuclear weapons disclosure policy, 
and the launching of a fourth HAN Class SSN. 


': 
Naval Reorganization a 


set Of the three services, the Navy has been the 
feast affected by the nationwide military reorgani- 
zation. This is probably due in part to the Navy's 
geographic concentration and lesser diversion of mif- 
itary missions. Naval reorganization can be viewed 
as an evolutionary change primarily on two levels — 
personnel and command and control (C?). 


3) The Navy's manpower will be reduced by ap- 
proximately 20 percent, mainly through the retire- 
ment of older officers and their replacement by fewer 
‘and younger cadre. This reduction and rejuvena- 
tion accomplishes both an ideological and intellectual 
change. Better educated personnel are entering the 
enlisted and officer ranks. Additionally, all officers, 
regardfess of seniority, must attend one of the various 
naval academies if they have not done so previ- 
ously. This upgrade complements and underscores 
the Navy’s modernization efforts and improves its war 
fighting capability. Less time is spent on political 
indoctrination, and orthodoxy no longer is a criterion 
to guarantee promotion within the Navy. 


(S/NEAAWN). Navy structural reorganization appears 
to be limited to the local command and control or- 
ganization. National and fleet commands remain the 
same, except for personnel reductions. Naval bases 
and districts are similarly affected; but, operationally 
redundant sector headquarters and communications 
and observation posts are being deactivated. These 
reorganization measures will regularize and streamline 
the command and control organization, with minimal 
impact on the Navy's operational capabilities.  - - 


{S/NE} China undertook its first dedicated foreign 
naval ship visit in the Indian Ocean to “show the 
flag” during November 1985 to January 1986. The 


» 








force included a LUDA Class destroyer 132 and a 
FUQING Class replenishment oiler X615. East Sea 
Fleet Commander Nie Kuiju, commanded the exercise, 






| The two ships entered the Indian — 
Ocean on 29 November and visited Karachi, Pakistan 
8-13 December, Colombo, Sri Lanka 18-21 Decem- 
ber, Chittagong, Bangladesh 25-30 December; and 
returned to Shanghai on 17 January 1986. This 
deployment can be viewed as a Chinese attempt to 
assert itself as a regional power in South Asia and the 
Indian Ocean. 


{S7TNFAWHH The Navy mounted two other opera- 


‘tions outside territorial waters to distances that will 


become routine within the next 10 years. In prepa- 
rations for the Indian Ocean cruise, the same ships 
circumnavigated Okinawa on 21-26 October. From 
November to February, a HAN Class submarine oper- 
ated in the East China Sea as far east ss the Ru 
islands. 





This deployment constituted oper- 
ational crew training, systems proving, and tactical 
testing. 





~(@) The issue of nuclear weapons/propulsion dis- 


. closure for foreign ship visits to China appears to be 


a negotiable item for the Chinese. Although it ap- 
pears that a British port call has been approved with- 
out compromising knowledge of nuclear arms aboard 
Royal Navy ships, Chinese concern over sovereignty 
in this area resulted in France canceling a planned 
naval visit. 


Surface Developments 


427 Funding for testing of prototype weapons sys- 
tems is included in China’s current 5-year plan. The 
next 5-year plan will probably put successful systems 
into production. This cycle resembles Western naval 
procurement practices for systems technology and 
hardware. 





new frigates based 


{SANFPChina is building 
have been launched 


on the JIANGHU Class hull 
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Misstte Attack Boats 
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(D)(1) sef the IANGHU Class hull frigates will be 
armed with China‘’s new CSS-NX-4 missile 
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The ship will not carry reloads, and the 4S; A LUDA Class destroyer 













missile is not projected to be operational until 1987. t has re- 
ceived extensive modification in addition to an over- 
eiseeeee haul. A hangar and flight deck for two helicapters 


have been added to the main deck from the deck- 
house aft to the fantail. This ship may receive new 
CSS-NX-4 missiles and possibly a French 100-mm 
“Compac” gun. This LUDA is postulated to carry two 
Dauphine helicapters for ASW operations. (b)(1) 





JIANGHY If FF WITH HELO PLATFORM AND HANGAR 
1S ONE OF SEVERAL UNIQUE PROTOTYPES IN DEVELOP- 
MENT. 


(b)(1) 


SS 
weaknesses in ASW, Antisurface Warfare (ASUW), 
and command and control. Because systems are be- 
ing acquired piecemeal, the “standard fit” of China’s 
next generation of major combatants cannot be de- 
termined. 


ASW and Submarine Developments 


(b)(1) 


Huludao shipyard launched a fourth 
HAN Class nuclear submarine 






The 
HAN is not expected to have significantly different 
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(b)(1) . : (b)(1) 


Additionally, the Chinese are interested in 
heavyweight torpedoes for 


use on the ROMEO SS, HAN SSN, and XIA SSBN 
submarines. To date, negotiations have been for 
sample lots that would be suitable for test, evaluation, 
and engineering examination. No coproduction or 
large purchase program has transpired. 





Naval Air Force Devalopments (b)(1) 

(E7NP}y The China Precision Machinery tmport and 
Export Corporation (CPMIEC) recently distributed a 
brochure on the C-801 missile system (CSS-NX-4). bv 
This brochure contained a HMMMfillustration of an ()(1) 
A-5 FANTAN carrying two C-801 antiship missiles. 


Although future development is expected, contrary to 
Chinese advertisement, 


te 
ol 


UNCLASSIFIED 





(b)(1) } 











{b)(1) 


combat systems, | 


(E/E AN To upgrade the ROMEO Class SS 
fleet, the Chinese are negotiating with a European Fes 








CHINA’S INDIGENOUSLY. PRODUCED C-801 (CSS- 
‘ -4) MISSILE SLATED FOR SHIPBOARD USE AND QUITE 
manufacturer to modernize a number of submarines. POSSIBLY FOR AM AIR-TO-SURFACE ROLE. 


sedfer 





a 


Regional Threat Areas 


Sino-Soviet Border Developments 


(b)(1) 







units afong the Sino-Soviet 
border have been the focal point of much of 
the PLA ground forces reorganization initia- 
tives. The reorganization of combat support 
divisions and the formation of brigades have 
figured prominently in Shenyang and Beijing 
Military Regions {MR). Such widelptead 
change indicates that while the Chinese lead- 
ership does not envision a conflict in the near 
term in their primary threat area, they remain 
concerned about a credible deterrent capabil- 
ity in the long term. 


Equipment Alfocations 


(SANFAAN) New artillery battalions have been 





in Beijing MR, and 9 in Lanzhou MR. 
(b)(1 


The towed howitzers and 
truck-mounted MRLs may be replacements for the 
(6X(1) nine mortars and six towed 107-mm Type 63/1 MRL 

in the heavy weapons battalions of 
infantry regiments. in addition, companies of nine 
BJ-212-mounted recoilless rifles are being deployed 
10 more units in northern China 









(by 





ombined arms units at the regiment level 
should facilitate training of the PLA infantry personnel 
and promote more modern combined arms tactics on 
the battlefield. 


Command, Control, and 
Communications Upgrades 


+SANEAAD) Along with reorganization, China is 
focusing on improved command, control, and com- 
munications to allow for a more effective employment 
of cambined arms and joint service assets. 





added to 21 infantry regiments in Shenyang MR, 6 | 



























(b)(1) 
(b)(1) 
at four army-level headquarters 
: {tis likety that each 
group army will eventually receive an ECM company. 
LOAN E EN (b)(1) 
Developments in Urumqi 
(b)(1) 
A July — 
1984 Jiefangjunbao (People’s Liberation Army Daily) 
articie discussed “a certain army stationed in the 
depths of Xinjiang’s desert...garrisoned at the northern 
foot of the Tianshan mountains.” (b)(1) 


| deployment of howitzer battalions to reg- 
iments subordinate to 4 of the 6 infantry divisions 
in Xinjiang appears to be consistent with the 


(b)(1) 
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(b)(1) 
pattem at group army subordinated infantry 
divisions elsewhere in China. . 


(b)(1) 


“SINF) Whether the emerging  army-level 
command will be organized as a main force group 
army or as 8 garrison command is not yet clear. The 
Xinjiang Military District has special status within the 





~ PLA, e 
€ . Ws oe ees (SANF ANAS On the Beijing-Lanzhou border, the 
e {tis the only MD exercising jurisdiction at absence of main force and garrison units in west- 
the group army level. All other MDs exercise ern Inner Mongolia makes the boundary designations 
jurisdiction at the army level. more tenuous. Lanzhou MR units, however, have 
. ere b)(1gonducted public works projects and military training 

e its commander, Liu Haiqing, is the only MD (b)( Paice in western Inner Mongolia 


commander who is simultaneously a deputy 
MR (Lanzhou) commander, presumably giving 
him more direct control over main force units {S/NF/WNT It now seems probable that when the 
in his MD. A : 

east and west boundaries of the Inner Mongolian Au- 


New Military Region Borders tonomous Region political boundaries were expanded 
in 1980, the pre-1980 military region boundaries did 











(b)(1) tS ANE AAS Another Bor- not change, thus feaving them in the configuration 
7 der development invotves the| realign- seen below. Therefore, the independent border de- 
ment of the boundaries between Shenyang and Bei- fense regiments that are directly subordinate to the 


inner Mongofian MR were resubordinated to Beijing 
MR, yet the main force and garrison forces maintained 
their old subordination and areas of responsibility, 
causing MR military operational boundaries to diverge 
from administrative/political boundaries. 


jing MRs and Beijing and Lanzhou MRs. 





(b)(1 


TERRITORIAL MILITARY AREA COMMANDS. 


‘Shenyang MR 





UNCLASSIFIED 





Chinese Air Forces 


4S/NF7WIN) Overall, Chinese air activity in the bor- 
der region has remained normal. The Chinese, how- 
ever, are continuing to slowly upgrade their fighter 
units as older FAGOTs and FRESCOs are withdrawn 


and replaced 


Soviet Ground Forces 





Sino-Vietnamese Border Developments 


Ground Force Developments (b)(1) 


(SANEAAN) China committed up to five divisions 
on its Western front in Chengdu MR during the fast 


| However, other units — 


scheduled to replace them were delayed or canceled 
apparently as a result of problems encountered during 


reorganization, 


(S/HF7WN) Lanzhou units began replacing the 


Jinan forces in mid-April, and the rotation a red 


neatly complete in late May. 


These Lanzhou units have begun to take 
over frontline positions. 


{SNF WH) Two engineer regiments, some recon- 
naissance units, and elements of the 15th Airborne 
Army were probably also deployed in the border area 


(b\(1) 





SEGRET 


to enhance intelligence collection, and gain area fa- 
miliarization. i 


(SANE AM) 


(S/NFAWIY Logistics buildups and troop 
training usually precede Chinese assaults on Viet- 
namese positions. These assaults have sought to seize 

(b\(1 ridgelines with two or three highpoints. 


overall it has been a quiet year 
characterized primarily by small unit incursions and 
daily harassment shelling. Usually, Chinese shelling 
involves mortar and light artillery fire and generally 
causes few casualties among the Vietnamese since 
the terrain is hilly and the Vietnamese are in well- 
prepared and fortified positions. In the future, China is 
expected to continue its harassment of Vietnam, often 
punctuated by small scale or regiment-size assaults in 
limited areas for limited objectives. 


~SANEAMDD Troop dispositions on the Eastern sec- 
“tor of the border in Guangzhou MR have been less 





border defense Division lo- 

“cated in Chongzuo has been disestablished and a por- 

(b)(1 ion of its personnel were probably incorporated into a 

ewly organized rmy tank brigade formed at 
Chongzuo installations. 






(bX) 












-units. 
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(b)(1) 





(SANF/Wtt) An overall pattern of troop rotation 


has emerged. It indicates that the out-of-region 

armies, which rotate to Chengdu, bring one of their 

own divisions, organic artillery support, and an addi- 

tional division belonging to another army from their 

same military region. Unlike earlier infantry 
deployments to the border, recent army-level rotations 

have not included the use of combat service support (b)(1 
some artillery 

assets employed on the border will be handed over to 

other units as they rotate to the area. These artillery 

pieces could be returned to their original garrison 
facilities in the future. 









(b)( 
1) 


(GANFAWN) The reorganization from seven to four 
main force armies in Chengdu and Guangzhou mili- 
tary regions may have a significant impact on China‘s 
capabilities on the border. 


(by 





One implication is 
that China will continue to rely on the rotation of 
units from other regions to help with its manning on 
the active fronts. 





Air Force Developments 


(SANFACAO-Chinese air activity focused on rou- 


tine deployments and rotations of fighter and fighter- 
bomber elements to airfields in the border area. 


(b)(1) 








SE@RET 


(b)(1) 


(SANE ANN Vietnam has improved its air defense 





posture in this area through continued acquisition of 
late mode! MiG-21/FISHBEDs j 


| Thus far, the MiG-21s 
have remained at bases in southern Vietnam but easily 


could reinforce air defense units in the north. 


a 











(bX) 


(b\(1) 
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Since the current re- 
“structuring and streamlining of China‘’s ground 
forces is an evolutionary process of force im- 
provement that may not be completed until 
“ next year, it is difficult at present to assess 
its long-term impact on overall force levels 
or future PLA ground force capabilities. A 
preliminary analysis does indicate, however, 
that all of China’s main force armies remaining 
after reorganization will be structured around 
the reformulated pattern of organization for 
CAAs now emerging — the Group Army. 





Army-Level Reorganization 


_ The demobilization of n 
sents a reduction of approximately 170,000 ground 
forces personnel. Additional reductions probably are 


(b)(1) 


units repre-_ 









forthcoming, with the merging of selected local force 
formation and the downgrading of the units. The 
identification of additional army headquarters that will 
be disbanded is difficult since some armies in China 
are still in the process of being merged with other 
army-tevel formations. The probable resubordination 
of an additional infantry division to all remaining 
main force armies will result in the adoption of a 
four-division army organization throughout China. 


MAIN FORCE ARMY HEADQUARTERS 
BEING DISBANDED. 


Nariing MR, * 


whe 8 





Restructuring of Air Defense, Armor, 
Field Artillery, and Engineer Units 


(SANFAAN) Additional organization changes have 
been identified in most_of the antiaircraft artille (b)(1) 
division allocated to the PLA ground forces. | 
AAA di- 
visions subordinate to the ground forces are being 
disbanded or restructured into other combat support 
organizations, 















many AAA divisions in northern and southern China 
being converted to brigade structures. These combat 
support brigades appear to be patterned after Soviet 
air defense organizations and, except for some PLA 
bridging units, are the first brigade formations to be 
identified in ground force units since 1949. This 
new formation probably represents an upgrading of 
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(O)1) crave naens Several tank 
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the existing AAA regiments that are assigned to each 
ground force army in China. Unlike the AAA divisions 
previously assigned to CAAs in China, the smaller 
AAA brigade organization may enhance the command 
and control of all ground air defense operations at the 
army command level. 






panded to field artillery organizations in the PLA. 
These field artillery brigades will be diregtly subor- 
dinate to the restructured CAA organization or group 
army and will consist of approximately six field ar- 
tillery battalions and one multiple rocket launcher 
battalion. ; 


be directly subordinate to the group 
army command and represent an upgrade of the exist- 
ing tank regiments previously assigned to ail PLA field 
armies. The tank divisions garrisoned in Shenyang 
and Beijing MRs that remain in the PLA will probably 
remain independent and be directly subordinate to 
each military region command. 


(SANFAVN) Some independent pontoon bridge 
regiments are also being upgraded to engineer 
brigades. These engineer brigades will probably con- 
sist of three or more river crossing ‘battalions and 
include mine-breaching and mine-laying units. The 
engineer brigade is probably subordinate to the group 
army formation and will provide a reserve river cross- 
ing and combat engineer capability available to the 
group army commander and his subordinate units. 


a 


Emerging CAA Organization or “Group Army’ 


(SANFAAMAAS Prior to the current reorganization, 19 
of China‘s 35 main force armies partially had been 
converted to a CAA organization that consisted of 3 
infantry divisions, 1 artillery division, 1 AAA division, 
1 tank division, and several support r 


Concurrent with 
the emergence of this new CAA structure, numerous 


(Reve: 


SE 





the brigade structure also is being ex-— 
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Chinese press reports use the term “group army” 
or “Jituanjun,” which represents the Chinese des- 
ignation for this restructured combined arms army 
formation. 


(SANF AWN Changes in the disposition of main 
force infantry units garrisoned in northern China also 
indicate that combined arms organizations may be 
established in all infantry divisions subordinate to the 
restructured CAA formation or “‘group army.” Each 
infantry division probably will include three infantry 
regiments, one artillery regiment, one tank regiment, 
and one AAA regiment. {tn addition, howitzer bat- 
talions are being allocated to each infantry regiment 
subordinate to the group army. The formation of these 
lower echelon combined arms units should facititate 
the training of PLA infantry personnel and promote 
more modern combined arms tactics on the battle- 
field. 


Significance of the Group Army Formation 


‘ (S/NFAMN} The creation of the combined arms 
armies formations in the PLA ground forces has been 
a continuing facet of China's mititary modernization 
in recent years. The new CAA organization in the 
PLA has the potential to increase mobility, facili- 
tate maneuvers, and concentrate firepower to counter 
highly mechanized Soviet forces. Although all main 
force armies eventually will be structured around this 
reformufated pattern of the CAA organization,: each 
formation is expected to be tailored for the theater of 
operations to which it is assigned. These variances in 
PLA combat organizations should become more ap- 
parent as the restructuring and streamlining of China's 
ground forces progresses. 


(S7NEAWN) Future force developments may see 
the expansion of the brigade structure to other combat 
and combat support units in the PLA ground forces. 
These brigades would be subordinated to the new 
“group army” combat, formation. The subordination 
of ground units under the brigade structure should 
facilitate military streamlining by allowing for mod- 
est force reductions without reducing overall ground 
force combat capabilities. The development of more 
combined arms. organizations at lower ground force 
echelons will continue as a central component of the 
reorganization of China's ground forces. 
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